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SCHEDULE. 

An Ordinance to amend and consolidate the law relating to the 
British Guiana Police Force. 

L 10th August, 1957.] 
ENACTED by the Legislature of British Guiana:-

PART I. 

PRELIMINARY. 

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Police Ordinance,
1957. 

2. (1) In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise
requires-

"aircraft" means any machine for flying, whether pro­
pelled by mechanical means or not, and includes 
any description of balloon; 

"assistant commissioner" means an assistant commis­
sioner of police; 

"band" means the police band of musicians; 
"bandmaster" means the officer specially appointed to 

have command of the band and responsible therefor 
to the Commissioner; 

Hbandsman" means a member of the Force appointed 
solely for duty in the band; 

ubranch" means a part of the Force; 
"Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Police; 
"communications officer" means the officer specially 

appointed to maintain the efficiency of the wireless 
telegraphy system in use in the Force and respon­

sible therefor to the Commissioner; 
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"constable" means a member of the Force below the 
rank of corporal; 

"corporal", "sergeant" and "station sergeant" mean a 
corporal, sergeant and station sergeant of police 
respectively; 

"Deputy Commissioner" means the Deputy Commis­
sioner of Police; 

"division" means a police division; 
"finance officer" means the officer specially appointed to 

control the finances of the Force and responsible 
therefor to the Commissioner; 

"inspector" includes a Chief Inspector of Police, an 
Inspector of Police and a Sub-Inspector of Police; 

"member of the Force" includes officers, inspectors, 
subordinate officers and constables, and, during the 
period that they are called out for full-time service, 
rural and special constables; 

"officer" means a member of the Force holding a rank 
senior to that of Chief Inspector; 

"prescribed" means prescribed by regulations; 
"quartermaster" means the officer specially appointed 

to control the receipt and issue of all stores and 
responsible therefor to the Commissioner; 

"regulations" means regulations made under section 105 
of this Ordinance; 

"senior superintendent", "superintendent", "deputy 
superintendent", "assistant superintende1"J.t" and 
"cadet officer" mean a senior superintendent of 
police, a superintendent of police, a deputy super­
intendent of police, an assistant superintendent of 
police and a cadet officer of police respectively; 

"stores" means any article, equipment, merchandise or 
commodity required for the use of the Force; 

"subordinate officer" means a member of the Force 
other than a constable below the rank of sub­
inspector; 

"superintendent of police" includes a senior superin­
tendent of police, a superintendent of police, a 
deputy superintendent of police and an assistant 
superintendent of police; 

"the Force" or "the Police Force" means the Police Force 
established in and for the Colony under this 
Ordinance; 

"transport officer" means the officer specially appointed 
to ensure the efficient maintenance of all vehicles 
and vessels belonging to the Force and responsible 
therefor to the Commissioner; 

''vehicle" means a vehicle of any kind used on a road; 
"vessel" means any ship, sloop, boat, bateau, canoe; 

corial, punt, scow, or any other kind of craft what­
soever. 
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(2) The Governor may, where in any particular case the
facts so warrant, direct, by notice published in the Gazette, that 
ihe designation of any person appointed as bandmaster under this 
Ordinance shall be Director of Music. 

PARTII. 

CONSTITUTION AND EMPLOYMENT OF THE FORCE. 

3. (1) There shall be established in British Guiana a Police
Force to be known as the British Guiana Police Force. 

(2) The Force shall be employed for the prevention and
detection of crime, the preservation of law and order, the preser­
vation of the peace, the repression of internal disturbance, the 
protection of property, the apprehension of offenders and the due 
enforcement of all laws and regulations with which it is directly 
charged and shall perform such military duties within British 
Guiana as may be required of it by or under the authority of the 
Governor. 

(3) It shall be lawful for the Governor to cause to be issued
arms and ammunition to the Force and for any member thereot 
to use the same for the purposes outlined in subsection (2) hereof 

4. The Force shall consist of a Commissioner, a Deputy Corr
missioner and such number of assistant commissioners, senic 
superintenden1Js, supe:rintendents 5 deputy superintendents, assis 
ant superintendents, cadet officers, finance officers, quartermaste1 
communications officers, transport officers: bandmasters, insp,. 
tors, subordinate officers, constables, bandsmen and band appn 
tices as the Governor may from time to time direct. 

5. All persons who, at the date of the commencement of L.
0rdmance, are serving in the Force or in the British Guian 
Militia Band (hereinafter referred to as "the Militia Band") shall 
be deemed to be appointed or enrolled under this Ordinance with 
such new designations of rank as the Commissioner with the ap­
proval of the Governor may decide, and service under the Police .... 
Ordinance or under the Militia Band Ordinance as the case may be 
shall for the purpose of pensions and gratuities, be deemed to be 
service under this Ordinance: 

Prov1ded that no person who was enlisted under the Police 
Ordinance or under the Militia Band Ordinance shall, subject to 
the provisions of section 36 of this Ordinance, be required to serve 
for a longer period than the period for which he was so enlisted. 

6. The Governor shall, when necessary, appoint fit and pro­
per persons to be officers and inspectors. 

7. (1) The Commissioner shall, subject to the general orders
and directions of the Governor, have the command and superin­
tendence of the Force, and he shall be responsible to the Gover- ,,.

nor for peace and good order throughout the Colony, for the effi­
cient administration and government of the Force, and for the 
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proper expenditure of all public moneys appropriated for the ser 
vice thereof. 

(2) The Commissioner shall have his headquarters in
Georgetown. 

8. The Deputy Commissioner shall act as principal assistant
to the Commissioner in the performance of his duties and shall 
have power, during the absence or incapacity of the Commissioner, 
or when so authorised by him to do or suffer any act or thing 
which may by law be done or suffered by the Commissioner. 

9. The assistant commissioners shall perform such duties as
the Commissioner may direct. 

10. All other officers of the Force shall be stationed in such
divisions or attached to such branches as the Commissioner may 

• direct and they shall perform such duties as the Commissioner may
direct.

11. (1) Every officer shall ex officio be a justice o' the peace
in and for the whole Colony and he shall take the oati �quired 
to be taken by justices of the peace. 

(2;) As such justice every officer shall at all 
ministerially for the purpose of the preservation of thE 
prevention of crime and the detection and committal 01 

but he shall not in any way act judicially as a justice, eii 
court or in any manner. 

-; act 
', the 
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12. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance :.
regulations, the Commissioner may appoint fit and prop 
to be subordinate officers and constables and may deter 
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(2\) The classes of constables and the number i11 
shall be such as the Governor may from time to time 

.SS 

13. (1) The provisions of subsections (2), (3) and ( �· this
section shall have effect only by virtue of a proclamati _ made,
in the event of war or other emergency, by the Governor, direct-

.. ing that the said provisions shall come into operation; and when 
such a proclamation is made the said provisions shall come 5n to 
operation on such date as may be specified in the proclamation, 
shall continue in operation until a further proclamation directing 
that they shall cease to have effect is made by the Governor, and 
shall then cease to have effect except in respect of things previ­
ously done or omitted to have been done. 

(2) The Force, or any part thereof specified in any pro­
clamation as aforesaid, shall be a military force liable to be em­
ployed on military duties in the defence of the Colony, and mem­
bers of the Force to whom the proclamation applies shall hold,
in addition to their police ranks under this Ordinance, such mili­
tary ranks as may be determined by regulations made by the
Governor in Council.

The Governor in Council may make regulations for the ad­
ministration and discipline of the Force or part thereof serving as 
a military force, and generally for giving effect to the provisions 

Employment 
of the Force 
as a Mili't:ary 
Force 
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of this section and for those purposes may by such regulations 
modify or amend the provisions of this Ordinance ( other than this 
section). Subject to the provisions of such regulations, members 
of the Force to whom the proclamation applies shall continue to 
be subject to the provisions of this Ordinance except so far as 
those provisions conflict, or are inconsistent, with any provisions 
of the Army Act for the time being applicable by virtue of the 
next following subsection. 

(3) The provisions of the Army Act, 1955, and all Acts
amending that Act with respect to discipline shall apply to a mili­
tary force constituted under this section with the following 
modifications:-

( a) reference to ''Her Majesty" or "Secretary of State1

' 

shall be construed as references to the Governor;
(b) no sentence of a court martial upon the trial of a

member of the Force shall be carried into execu- '
tion unless confirmed by the Governor.

( 4) Any person who shall volunteer for military service
with the Force under this section may he enrolled as a member � 
of the Force for that purpose with such military rank as may 
be determined by regulations made by the Governor in Council 
and, save as may be otherwise prescribed by regulations made 
under this section, shall not have any of the rights, powers or 
duties, or be subject to any of the liabilities, of a member of the 
Force for any other purpose. 

(51) When any member of the Force is killed on actual mili­
tary service, or dies from wounds or disease contracted on actual 
military service, provision may be made out of moneys voted by the 
Legislative Council for his wife and family in accordance with the 
rules and regulations for the time being in force governing the 
provision made in like case for the wives and families of officers, 
warrant officers, non-commissioned officers, and men of Her • 
Majesty's Army, or in accordance with any other rules and regu­
lations prescribed by the Governor in Council. 

PART III. 

OATH. 

14. (1) Every officer, inspector, subordinate officer and con­
stable shall on his appointment to the F'orce, take and subscribe the 
oath following that is to say -

I, .........................• do swear that I 
will well and truly serve our Sovereign Lady the 
Queen jn the Office of ....................... . 
and in such other office in the Police Force as I 
may at any time hereafter be appointed to, with­
out favour or affection, malice or ill-will, and that 
I will cause Her Majesty's peace to be kept and 
preserved by preventing to the utmost of my ,. 
power all offences against the same; and that 
while I continue to hold any office in the Force 

--------
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I will obey all orders of the Governor and the 
officers placed over me, subject myself to all 
ordinances and regulations relating to the Police 
and I will to the best of my skill and know ledge 
discharge all the duties of my office faithfully 
according to law. So help me God. 

(2) Such oath shall be taken by the Commissioner before
the Ch1el Secretary and by every other officer, inspector, subordi­
nate officer and constable before the Commissioner, the Deputy 
Commissioner or any assistant commissioner. 

PARTIV. 

RIGHTS, POWERS, Etc. OF MEMBERS OF THE FORCE. 

15. Every member of the Force, so long as he continues to be
a member thereof, shall have all such rights, powers, authorities, 
privileges and immunities and shall be liable to all such dutjes, 
responsibilities and penalties as any member of the Force duly 
appointed now has or is subject or liable to, either by the common 
law or by virtue of any law which now is or may hereafter be in 
force in the Colony. 

· 16. Where, in any enactment, powers are conferred upon
members of the Force of a certain rank, such powers may lawfully 
be exercised by members of the Force of any higher rank. 

17. (1) It shall be lawful ior any member of the Force to
arrest without a warrant-

(a) any person who commits in his view an offence
punishable either upon indictment or upon sum­
mary conviction; or

(b) any person whom any other person charges with
having committed a felony or misdemeanour; or

(c) any person whom any other person-
(i) suspects of having committed a felony or �is­

demeanour, or
(ii) charges with having committed an offence

punishable on summary conviction,
if such other person is willing to accompany the 
member of the Force effecting the arrest to the 
police station and to enter into a recognisance to 
prosecute such charge; or 

(d) anv person whom such member of the Force finds
disturbing the public peace; or

(e) any person whom he has good cause to suspect of
having committed or being about to commit any
felony, misdemeanour or breach of the peace; or

( f) any person w horn he finds between the hours of
eight o'clock in the evening and five o'clock in the
morning lying or loitering in a highway, yard, or
other place and not able to give a satisfactory
account of himself.
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(2) Without prejudice to the powers conferred upon a
member of the Force by the last Preceding subsection, it shall be 
lawful for any member of the Force, and for any person whom he 
shall call to his assistance, to arrest without warrant any person 
who within the view of any such member of the Force shall offend 
i!l any manner against any law and whose name and address shall 
be unknown to such member of the Force and cannot be ascer­
tained by him. 

18. Any member of the Force may call on any person to
assist him if, while acting in the execution of his duty, he i::; re­
sisted or assaulted, or is otherwise in need of c1ssistance, and any­
one so called on who, without reasonable excuse, refuses or neglects 
to render assistance shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on 
summary conviction thereof, be liable to a fine not exceeding one 
hundred dollars or to imprisonment for a term ri..ot exceeding three 
months. 

19. Any member of the Force may stop, search and detain any
aircraft, vessel or vehicle in or upon which there shall be reason 
to suspect that anything stolen or unlawfully obtained, or that any 
person suspected of having committed any indictable offence, may 
be found; and he may also stop, search and detain any person who 
may be reasonably suspected of having or conveying in any man­
ner anything stolen or unlawfully obtained. 

20. It shall be lawful for any member of the Force in com••
mand of any police boat to enter, with one or more of the men 
employed on such boat, on board any vessel in any bay, roadstead, 
or river and to remain on board such vessel for such reasonable 
time as he may deem expedient, and, if he has reasonable ground 
to suspect that there is on board any such vessel any property 
stolen or unlawfully obtained or any article prohibited to be im­
ported or exported, it shall be lawful for him to search with any 
assistance any and every part of such vessel, and, after demand 
and refusal of the keys, to break oPen any receptacle, and, upor.. 
discovery of any property which he may reasonably suspect to 
have been stolen or unlawfully obtained or any article prohibited 
to be imported or exported, to take such property or article and 
the person in whose possession the same is found before any magis� 
trate to be dealt with according to law; and it shall be lawful for 
any such member of the Force to pursue and detain any person 
hi the act of conveying any such property or article away from 
any such vessel, whether he has landed or not, together with 
any property · or article so conveyed away or found in his 
possession. 

21. When a person is arrested without a warrant he shall be
1.aken before a magistrate as soon as practicable after he is taken
into custody:

Provided that any member of the Force for the time being in 
charge of a police station may enquire into the case and-

( a) except when the case appears to such member of
the Force to be of a serious nature, may relea.se

,. 
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such person upon his entering irito a recognisance, 
with or without sureties, for a reasonable amount 
to appear before a magistrate at the time, date and 
place mentioned in the recognisance; or 

(b) if it appears to such member of the Force that such
enquiry cannot be completed forthwith, he may re­
lease such person on his entering into a recognis­
ance, with or without sureties for a reasonable
amount, to appear at such police station and at such
times as are mentioned in the recognisance, unless
he previously receives notice in writing from the
officer in charge of that police station that his
attendance is not required and any such bond �nay
be enforced as if it were a recognisance conditional
for the appearance of the said person before the
magistrate.

22. (1) Any warrant lawfully issued to a member of the For�e
for apprehending a person charged with any offence may be exe­
cuted by any member of the Force at any time notwithstanding 
-chat the warrant is not then in his possession, but the warrant, on 
the demand of the person apprehended, shall be shown to him as 
soon as practicable after his arrest. 

(2) Any other warrant lawfully issued to any member of
the Force may be executed only by a member of the Force having 
it in his possession at the time it is executed and on the demand 
of the person affected thereby it shall be then shown to that per­
son or at any time thereafter. 

23. When any writ, warrant, order, or summons of any magis­
trate or justice of the peace is delivered or given to a constable, 
he shall if time permits, show or deliver it to the officer, inspector 
or subordinate officer of the Force under whose immediate com­
mand he then is, and the officer, inspector or subordinate officer 
shall, if necessary, nominate and appoint by indorsement there­
on, any assistant or assistants to him, the officer, inspector or 
subordinate officer thinks proper, to execute the writ, warrant, 
order, or summons; and every constable or other constable whose 
name is so indorsed, and every assistant aforesaid, shall have all 
the same rights, powers and authorities for and in the execution of 
the writ, warrant, order, or summons as if it had been originally 
directed to him expressly by name. 

24. Any summons lawfully issued by a Court may be served
by any member of the Force at any time between the hours of 
five o'clock in the morning and eight o'clock in the evening. 

25. (1) When any action is brought against any member of the
F'orce for any act done in obedience to the warrant of any magis­
trate or justice of the peace, he shall not be held responsible for 
any irregularity in the issuing of the warrant, or for any want of 
jurisdiction in the magistrate or justice issuing it, and may plead 
the general issue and give the warrant in evidE·nce. 
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(2) Upon production of the warrant and proof that the
warrant was signed and that the signature purports to be that of 
the magistrate or justice whose name appears subscribed thereto, 
and that the act or acts of which complaint is made, was or were 
clone in obedience to the warrant, ihe court shall give judgment 
for the member of the Force and he shall recover the full costs 
of the suit as between solicitor and client. 

26. (1) It shall be lawful for any member of the Force to take
and record for the purpose of identification any measurements, 
photographs and fingerprint impressions of all persons who may 
from time to time be in lawful custody: 

Provided that if such measurements, photographs and :finger­
print impressions are taken of a person who has not previously 
been convicted of any criminal offence, and such person is dis .. 
charged or acquitted by a court, all records relating to such 
measurements, photographs and fingerprint impressions shall 
forthwith be destroyed or handed over to such person. 

(2) Any person who shall refuse to submit to the taking
and recording of his measurements, photographs or fingerprint 
impressions shall be taken before a magistrate who, on being 
satisfied that such person is in lawful custody� shall make such 
order as he thinks fit authorising any member of the Force to take 
the measurements, photographs and fing2rprint impressions of such 
person. 

(3) For the purpose of this section a person shall be deemed
to be in lawful custody where he is lawfully detained at any police 
station in connection with the commission of any crime or offence 
within the meaning of section 2 of the Prevention of Crimes 
Ordinance. 

27. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other ordinance,
any officer, inspector or subordinate officer may, if he considers it 
necessary so to do for the maintenance and preservation of law 
and order or for the prevention or detection of crime, 
erect or place, or cause to be erected or placed, barriers in or 
across any road or street or in any public place within the Golony 
in such manner as he may think fit. 

(2) Any member of the Force may take all reasonable steps
to prevent any vehicle being driven past such barrier and any 
driver of any vehicle who fails to comply with any reasonable sig­
nal of a member of the Force in uniform, requiring such person 
to stop such vehicle before reaching any such barrier, shall be 
guilty of an offence and shall, on summary conviction thereof, 
he liable to a fine not exceeding fr1e hundred dollars or to im­
prisonment for a term not exce(Jing twelve months or to both 
such fine and imprisonment. 

(3) No member of the Force shall be liable for any loss or
damage resulting to any such vehicle or for any injury to the 
driver or any other occupant of such vehicle as a result of the 
driver of such vehicle failing to obey any member of the Force 
acting under the provisions of subsection (2) of this section. 
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PARrr V.

PROVISION OF BUILDINGS. 

28. The Governor may assign for the use of the Force such
buildings and premises as may respectively be provided or avail­
able for that purpose and may make any further provision nec�s­
sary for the accommodation of members of the Force. 

PART VI. 

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE OF SUBORDINATE OFFICERS 
AND CONSTABLES APPOINTED BY THE COMMIS­

SIONER. 

29. (1) Subject to the provisions hereinafter contained> a
,l person joining the Force as a constable shall be on probation for 

a period of two years. At the expiration of that period a proba­
tioner if efficient, of good character and qualified as hereinafter 

' stated for further service, shall be confirmed in his appointment 
in the Force. 

(2;) During the probationary period aforesaid the services 
of any constable may be dispensed with at any time if the Com­
missioner considers that he is not fitted, physically or mentally 
to perform the duties of his office or that he is not likely to be­
come an efficient or well conducted constable. 

(3) A constable whose services are dispensed with under
this section shall be entitled to receive one month's notice of the 
termination of his services or one month's pay in lieu of 3uch 
notice. 

( 4) If any candidate for appointment to the Force knowing­
ly and wilfully makes, or in connection with his application for 
appointment, any false statement, he shall be guilty of an offence 
and shall be liable on summary conviction thHeof, to a fine not 
"Xceeding one hundred dollars or to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding three months. 

30. (1) Every person selected as an apprentice in the band shall
be liable to serve for seven years whether he is promoted or not 
to any higher rank in the band, but the Commissioner may dis­
miss him for misconduct, or may accept his resignation, or may 
discharge him after giving him six months' notice of his intention 
to do so. 

(2) Every such apprentice engaged for service in the band
shall be between the age of fourteen and eighteen years: 

Provided that no person shall be engaged for service in the 
band as an apprentice except with the consent of his parent or 
guardian, such consent being in writing and signed by the parent or 
guardian in the presence of the C-0mmissioner or officer delegated 
by the Commissioner for that purpose. 
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31. (1) A member of the Force may be discharged by the
Commissioner at any time, if, without the consent of the Com-· 
missioner -

(a) he carries on any business or trade or holds any
other office or employment for hire or gajn;

(b) he resides at any premises where any member of
his family keeps a shop or carries on any like
business;

(c) he holds, or any member of his family living with
him holds, any licence granted in pursuance of the
liquor licensing laws or the laws regulating places
of public entertainment, or he has any pecuniary
interest in any shop or business carried on by
virtue of such licence; or

(d) his wife, not being separated or divorced from I'
him, keeps a shop or carries on any like business
in the Colony.

(2) For the purpose of this section, the expression­
''member of his family" shall include a parent, son or daughter, 
brother or sister, husband or wife. 

32. (1) The Governor may provide hospital accommodation,
medical and dental treatment and, subject to regulations, the 
issue of spectacles and essential dentures for the members of the 
11,orce, at such places as he may think fit, and may cause medi­
cine, food, attendance and other necessaries to be supplied to sick 
members of the Force in hospital, and may order any deductions 
requisite to defray all or any of the charges so incurred to be 
made from the salary or pay of the sick members of the Force 
according to their rank as he may think fit: 

Provided that no such deduction shall be made from the salary 
or pay of a member of the Force while under treatment on ac­
count of any injury received or illness suffered by him in the 
performance of his duty. 

(2) If any member of the Force is incapacitated for duty
--4 

by his own misconduct, the Commissioner may order that he� 
shall forfeit the whole or any part of his salary or pay for the 
period during which he is so incapacitated. 

PART VII 

WITHDRAW AL FROM THE FORCE. 

33. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2) of this
section, an inspector, subordinate officer or constable may with­
draw from the Force on giving to the Commissioner at least six 
months' notice in writing of his intention to do so: 

Provided that an inspector, with the prior consent of the 
Governor in writing, and a subordinate officer or constable, with 
the prior consent of the Commissioner also in writing, may with-
draw from the Force without giving such notice. ,( 

(2) No inspector, subordinate officer or constable may
withdraw from the Force during any period which may be certi­
fied by the Governor, in his discretion, for the purpose of this 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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'subsection, to be a period of hostilities� apprehended hostilities, 
internal disorder or other grave emergency. 

34. (1) The Commissioner may at any time discharge any
subordinate officer or constable from the Force on the ground 
that, having regard to the conditions of the Force, the usefulness 
of the subordinate officer or constable thereto and Hn-v other 
relevant circumstance, such discharge is desirable .in thev public 
interest: 

Provided that any subordinate officer or constable discharged 
under the provisions of section 31, or of this section may be 
granted a pension, gratuity or other allowance which has accrued 
to him by virtue of any ordinance relating to pensions then in force 
save that the amount so awarded shall not exceed the amount for 
which a public officer would be eligible if he retires from the 
public service in the circumstances described in paragraph (cl) of 
section 8 of the Pensions Ordinance, 1933. 

(2) Where any person is discharged from the Force in
pursuance of the provisions of section 30, section 31 or subsection 
(1) of this section, he may, within a period of fourteen days from
the date of his discharge, appeal to the Governor against such dis­
charge, in a manner prescribed by regulations.

(3) Where the Governor allows :m appeal, the subordin­
ate officer or constable shall be re-instated in the Force, and shall 
for all purposes be regarded as if he had not been discharged 
from the Force. 

35. Except with the approval of the Governor the services
of any inspector, subordinate officer or cr:mstable shal1 not extend 
beyond the age of fifty-five years. 

36. Any member of the Force whose period of service ex­
pires during the occurrence or apprehended occurrence of hos­
tilities, internal disorder, or other grave emergency of any kind, 
may be retained and his service prolonged for such further period 
not exceeding twelve months, as the Governor may direct. 
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37. (1)
,vho -

Every inspector, subordinate officer or con.stable Illei:tal wJtb­
<irnwal from 

(a) withdraws himself from the Force without giving
such notice or receiving such consent as is required
under the provisions of section 33 of this Ordin­
ance; or

(b) absents himself from duty for the space of twen­
ty-four hours or more without permission er
without lawful excuse,

shall be deemed illegally to have withdrawn from the Force and 
shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on summary conviction 
thereof, be liable to a fine not exceeding two hundred and fifty 
dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceedjng three :months. 

(2) It shall be sufficient in any charge or complaint for
an offence under this section to state that the person proceeded 
against did illegally withdraw himself from the Force, and the 
onus of proving that any withdrawal was with permission, or any 



. 
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absence from duty for twenty-four hours or more was with pe 
mission or lawful excuse, shall be on the person proceeded against 

38. On a complaint being made on oath to a magistrate by an
officer that an inspector, a subordinate officer or constable has 
illegally withdrawn from the Force and that there is re?sonable' 
cause to suspect that the inspector, subordinate officer or constable 
is concealed on any premises, or is aboard any aircraft or vessel' 
within the limits of the Colony, the magistrate shall grant to the 
officer a warrant to search the premises on, or aircraft or vessel 
in which the inspector, subordinate officer 0t" constable is suspected , 
of being concealed, and if he is found, to arrest him in order that 
he may be dealt with according to law. 

39. An officer may order the arrest of an inspector, subordin­
ate officer or constable for any offence mentioned in section 37 
of this Ordinance, and that he be taken before a magistrate to 
be dealt with according to law. 

� ,¥ 40. Any person who� .tt 

(a) knowingly aids or abets any inspector, subordin�te
officer or constable illegally ro withdraw fro1n
the Force; or

(b) knowingly conceals any inspector, subordinate offi­
cer or constable who has illegally withdrawn
from the Force; or

(c) knowing that any inspector, subordinate officer
or constable has illegally withdrawn from the
Force aids him to quit the dolony,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on summary con vie ti on 
thereof, be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars or 
to imprisonment for a term not e:x;ceeding three months. 

PART VIII 

Offences. 
41. (1) Any member of the Force who -·

(a) begins, raises, abets, countenances or excite
mutiny amongst any members of the F0rce; or

(b) causes or joins in any sedition or disturbanc­
whatsoever; or

(c) being present at any assemblage tending to riot,
does not use his utmost endeavour to suppress the
riot; or

(d) coming to the knowledge of any actual or in- .
tended mutiny� sedition, rebellion or insurrection,
does not without delay give information thereof
to an officer or justice of the peace; or .

(e) assaults a magistrate or any member of the .Force
of a rank superior to his own rank; or

(f) draws or lifts or offers to draw or lift any weapon 1
1 

or offers any violence against ::my magistrate or ,.
any member of the Force of a rank superior to
his own rank1 

-----------------------------------------
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shall be guilty ·of an offence and shall, on summary conviction 
thereof, be liable to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve months. 

(2) Any person who is convicted of an offence under
subsection (1) of this section .shall ipso facto cease to be a mem­
ber of the F:orce and shall forfeit all pension rights. 

42. Every inspector, subordinate officer or constable who -­
( a) refuses or neglects to serve or execute any war-­

, rant or process lawfully directed to be by him
served or executed; or 

(b) is guilty of any neglect or violation of duty in his
office; or ·

(c) is guilty of any breach of any regulation for which
no special punishment is provided or of any other
misconduct as a member of the Force,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on summary conviction 
thereof, be liable to a fine not exceeding fifty dollars or to im­
prisonment for a term not exceeding two months. 

· 43. Any inspector, subordinate officer or constable against
whom any complaint or information ')f an offene2 punishabl� on 
summary conviction or of an indictable offence bas been laid may, 
until and pending his trial, be interdicted from duty at the dis­
cretion of the Commissioner and paid at such -rate of pay, being 
not less than half pay, as the Commissioner may deem fit: 

Punishment 
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ous offen-.::e 
by /.nspector, 
subordm:ite 
officer ox­
constable. 

Inte:·dktion 
and dismissal 
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subordinate 
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Provided that if the complaint or information is dismissed or 
the inspector, subordinate officer or constable is acquitted, the 
Commissioner shall direct the whole of the pay withheld under 
:his section to be paid to the inspector, subordinate officer or 
!onstable as the case may be.

44. (1) Any person who, knowing that any inspector, subor-
Jinate officer or constable is on duty. harbours or entertains, or 
either directly or indirectly sells or gives any intoxicating liquor 
to the inspector, subordinate ·officer or constable or permits the 
inspector, subordinate officer or constable to a.bide or remain in 
his house (except in extreme urgency), shall be guilty of an of-

Entertaining 
inspzct.or, 
subordinate 
Gcfficer er 
constable en 
duty. 

, fence and shall, on summary conviction thereof, be liable to a 
, • fine not exceeding one hundred dollars or to imprisonment for a

term not exceeding three months.
(2)' If any person being a licensed distiller or the holder

of a licence for the sale of intoxicating liquor or employed in
connection with the business of any such distiller or holder of such
licence be convicted under this section, the proceedings and the
evidence shall be forwarded to the Governor, and the said distil­
ler or keeper or other person shall, in addition to any other pen­
alty under this section be liable to have his licence forfeited or
suspended by the Governor, irrespective of any penalty suffered
under the conviction. Notice in the Gazette of such forfeiture or
suspension shall be sufficient notice thereof for all purposes.

Causing dis-
45. Any person who causes, or '"attempts to cause or does affection etc. 

any act calculated to cause disaffection amongst the members amongst

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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of the Force, or induces or attempts to induce, or does any act 
calculated to induce, any member of the Force to withhold his 
services or commit any breach of discipline, shall be guilty of an 
offence, and shall, on summary conviction thereof, be liable to a 
fine not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars or to imprison­
ment for a term not exceeding six months or to both such fine and 
imprisonment, and 'in either case, if a member of the Force, shall 
forfeit all pension rights and be disqualified from heing a member 
of the Force. 

46. (1) When any member of the Force dies possessed of any
article which has been supplied ·to him for the execution of his 
office but which he has not been expressly authorised to keep for 
his private benefit, his personal representative or heir, or the 
person in whose house he dies, shall within fourteen days after 
his death, deliver all those articles whatsoever to the person 
authorised by the Commissioner for that purpose. 

(2) Any pe.rson who contravenes this section shall be
guilty of an offence and shall, on summary conviction thereof, be 
liable to a fine not exceeding fifty dollars, or to imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding three months; and any justice of the peace 
may issue his warrant to search for and seize all such articles 
which are not so delivered, wherever the same may be found, and 
to arrest the person in whose possession the same are found. 

47. Every person who has in his possession any article what­
soever supplied at the public expense to any member of the Force 
which that member of the Force has not heen expressly authorised 
to keep for his private benefit: and who does not satisfactorily 
account for his possession thereof, shall be guilty of an offence, 
for which he may be arrested without warrant by any member 
of the Force, and shall on summary conviction thereof, be liable 
to a fine not exceeding fifty dollars or to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding three months. 

48. Every person who puts on or assumes, either in whole or
in part, the dress, name, designation, or description of any rnem-­
ber of the Force to which he is not entitled, for the purpose of 
obtaining admission into any house or other place, or of doing or 
promising to be done any other act which he would not by law 
be entitled to do or promise to be done on his own authority, shall 
be guilty of an offence and shall, on summary conviction thereof, 
be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars or to im­
prisonment for a term not exceeding three months. 

4'9. (1) No person who has been acquitted by a court of any 
crime or offence shall be tried on the same charge or suffer any 
punishment on account thereof under this Ordinance. 

(2) If any member of the Force has been convicted of 
any criminal offence, in addition to any penalty awarded by the 
court, he shall be liable to dismissal from the Force or a reduction 
in rank, but shall not otherwise be liable to be punished under 
this Ordinance for the same offence. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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PARTIX 
POLICE FEDERATION. 

50. (1) For the purpose of enabling inspectors, subordinate
officers and constables to consider and bring to the notice of the 
Commissioner and the Governor matters affecting their general 
welfare and efficiency, there shall be established an organisation 
to be called the Police Federation which shall act through Branch 
Boards, Central Conferences and a Central Committee as provided 
for by rules made under the provisions of section 51 of this 
Ordinance. 

(2) The Police Federation shall be entirely independent of
and unassociated with any body outside the Force and shall have 
no power to make representations in relation to any matter of 
discipline, promotion, transfer or leave or any other matter affect­
ing individuals. 

51. The Commissioner may with the approval of the Governor
make rules for the constitution and governance of the Police 
Federation and as to any matters appertaining thereto. 

PART X. 
PROHIBITED ASSOCIATIONS. 

Constitution 
of Police 
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52. For the purpose of this Part of this Ordinance, a "prohibit- Definitions. 

ed association" means-
(a) any trade union as defined by the Trades Unions cap. 113.

Ordinance, whether the union is registered or in­
<!orporated or not;

(b) any league, organisation or body of persons,
whether registered or not, which has for its objects,
or one of its objects, the promotion of feelings of
ill-will and hostility between different classes or
races;

(c) any other organisation, society or. club, any of the
objects of which may be subv'=rsive of good disci­
pline on the part of a member of the Force, and
which the Commissioner shall, with the approval
of the Governor, declare to be a prohibited associa­
tion.

53. (1) It shall not be lawful for .:my member of the Force to
be or to become a member of any prohibited association. 

(2) If any member of the Force becomes a member c,f a
prohibited association, such member of the Force, the association, 
and every officer of the association who is knowingly a party to 
the admission or enrolment of such member of the Force shall be 
liable, on summary conviction, for each offence to a fine not ex-
ceeding one hundred dollars. 

54. (1) It shall not be lawful for any prohibited association
to permit any member of the Force to receive any benefit, finan­
cial or otherwise, from the association, or for any such associa­
tion to receive any money from a member of the Force. 

(2:) If there shall be a contravention of the provisions of 
this section, the member of the Force, the association and every 
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officer of the association who is knowingly a party to such con­
travention, shall be liable, on summary conviction, for each offence 
to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

PART XI. 

PENSIONS. 

55. Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, pensions,
gratuities and allowances shall be paid in Tespect of service in the 
Force at the rate prescribed by, and in accordance with, the pro­
visions of the Pensions Ordinance, 1933, or any ordinance amend­
ing the same, or any ordinance relating to the award of pensions, 
gratuities and allowances to public officers for the time being in 
force. 

56. For the purposes of this Part, leave of absence for active
service with Her Majesty's armed forces, or for special duty in 
connection with any war in which Her Majesty may be engaged, 
shall be counted as service for pension and shall be deemed to be. 
continuous service in the Force. 

57. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 55, any person
who, upon the commencement of this Ordinance, is in receipt of a 
pension by virtue of the provisions of any ordinance relating to 
the Force, shall continue to receive pension at the rate prescribed 
by such ordinance. 

58. (1) The Commissioner may, with the approval of the
Governor, require any inspector; subordinate officer or constable 
who has attained the age of fifty years to retire from the Force. 

(2) Subject to the approval of the Governor, any inspector,
subordinate officer or constable who has attained the age of fifty 
years may, at his own request, retire from the Force. 

59. (1) It shall be lawful for the Governor to second or tem­
porarily transfer an inspector, subordinate officer or constable for 
duty (not being duty as a member of the Force) in the service of 
the Colony or for duty in the service of another Colony. 

(2) Where an inspector, subordinate officer or constable is
seconded or temporarily transferred under subsection (1) of this 
section, and he is seconded or temporarily transferred for duty in 
an office or employment which would not entitle him to pension 
under this Ordinance, the period during which he shall serve in 
such office or employment as aforesaid shall count for pension as 
if the inspector, subordinate officer or constable had not been 
seconded or temporarily transferred. 

60. For the purposes of this Part the term "constable" shall
include privates and apprentices appointed to the band. 

PART XII. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

61. The Force shall be armed, clothed and equipped at the
public expense. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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62. (1) No pe:rson may without the consent in writing of an
inspector, subordinate officer or constable, and then only with 
the approval of the Commissioner, deduct from the pay or allow­
ances of an inspector, subordinate officer or constable any amount 
on account of any order, charge, or incumbrance given, made or 
created by the inspector, subordinate officer or constable on his 
pay or allowance except for reasonable and bona fide charges for 
not more than three months' arrears of house or land rent due by 
the inspector, subordinate officer or constable. 

(2) No pay or allowances aforesaid or any part thereof shall
, be paid to any person other than the inspector, subordinate offi­

cer or constable to whom it is due, except in the case of absence, 
illness or other incapacity or in any other case at the special re­
quest of the inspector, subordinate officer or constable, when the 
pay or allowances due to the inspector, subordinate officer or con­
stable may be delivered to any agent duly authorised by him in
writing to receive it.

(3) No pay or allowances aforesaid, or any part thereof,
shall be liable to be attached, seized, or taken in execution by any
process of law or otherwise howsoever.

(4) No inspector, subordinate officer or constable shall be
liable to imprisonment under the order of a court by reason of
the non-payment of any debt or demand he has incurred or for
which he has become liable.

(5) The provisions of this section relating to the stoppage
of pay shall not be construed to apply to any penalties or stop­
pages incurred by an inspector, subordinate officer or constable

). under this Ordinance or under any of the regulations or standing 
orders made under this Ordinance. 

63. (1) Every inspector, subordinate officer and constable shall
, be liable to contribute to the maintenance of his wife and children, 

and also to the maintenance of any illegitimate chi1dren of whom 
he is proved to be or admits that he is the father, to the same 

� extent as if he were not a member of the Force.
(2) If an inspector, subordinate officer or constable fails to

contribute a sufficient amount for the maintenance of his wife and 
children, the Commissioner may deduct such an amount from his 
pay, not exceeding one-third thereof, as may appear to him to be 

� necessary, and may apply that amount towards the maintenance 
of such wife and children as aforesaid in any manner the Commis­
sioner thinks fit. 

64. The funeral expenses of any member of the Force dying
whilst in the Force shall be defrayed by the Commissioner from 

• any moneys provided by the Legislative Council for that purpose.

65. Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, all offences
under this Ordinance shall be punishable on summary conviction; 
and all fines and penalties imposed or incurred by or unde:t this 
Ordinance may be sued for and recovered under any Ordinance 
for the time being in force :re._�ulating procedure before magis,· 
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trates exercising jurisdiction and appeals from magistrates' 
decisions. 

66. Where a member of the Force lays an information or
makes a complaint against anyone, any officer, inspector or subor­
dinate officer may appear before the magistrate who is trying or 
inquiring into the matter of the information or complaint and 
shall have the same privileges as to addressing the magistrdte , 
and examining the witnesses adduced in the matter as the mem­
ber of the Force who laid the information or made the complaint 
would have had. 

67. If on the trial of any criminal cause in the Supreme 1' 

Court, the judge before whom the cause is tried is of the opinion 
that any member of the Force has distinguished himself in ap­
prehending or detecting and bringing to justice the perpetrator 
or abettor of a crime, the judge shall have authority to grant a ,._ 
reward, not exceeding twenty dollars, to that member of the 
Force; and the reward shall be paid from the Treasury, on the .. 
certificate of the judge, out of moneys provided for that purpose 
by the Legislative Council. 

68- (1) All articles coming into the possession of any member ..
of the Force as unclaimed property or property found and remain­
ing unclaimed for the period of three months may be publicly 
sold at auction, after due advertisement thereof for fourteen days: 

Provided that-
( a) an animal whose value does not exceed twenty

dollars, remaining unclaimed for seven days, may
be publicly sold at auction, after due notice thereof
for seven days; and

(b) perishable goods may be sold before they become
unfit; if they are unfit for use they may be des-
troyed.

(2) The proceeds of all sales aforesaid shall be paid into the
Treasury for and on behalf of the Colony. 

69. Where any property has come into the possession
of the police in connection with any criminal charge or 
as the result of any search carried out by a member of the 
Force, a court of summary jurisdiction may, on the 
application either by an officer or by a claimant of the property, • 
make an order for the delivery of the property to the person 
appearing to the court to be the owner thereof, or, if the owner 
cannot be ascertained, make such order with respect to the pro­
perty as to the court may seem meet. 

70. (1) All fines inflicted upon any inspector, subordinate offi- •
cer or constable under this Ordinance, or under any regulations 
made thereunder, shall be deducted from his salary and be paid 
bv the Commissioner to the credit of a fine fund from which 
special awards to inspectors, subordinate officers and constables, 
the cost of upkeep of recreation rooms, of sporting outfits, and of 
providing amusements, may be paid as provided for in regula..: 

tions. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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(2) There shall be paid into the fine fun� establjshed by
subsection (1) of this section an moneys standmg to the credit 
of the fine funds established by the Police Ordinance, and the 
Militia Band Ordinance. 

71. Where in this or any other enactment or in any rule, regu­
lation, by-law, or Order in Council, the expression '�Chief Officer 
of Police'' is used it shall mean the officer having command of the 
police in any division and shall include any person authorised by 
such said Chief Officer of Police to act in that behalf. 

PART XIII. 
SPECIAL CONSTABULARY. 

72. There shall be maintained a supplemental body of police
, styled the "Special Constabulary", any member of which may be 

called out for service by the Commissioner, the Deputy Cpmmis­
sjoner, any Assistant Commissioner, or any officer in charge of a 

.. division in any case where additional police are required for the 
preservation of good order. 

73. (1) Subject to the general order and directions of the Gov-­
.,_ ernor, the Commissioner shall have the general command 3nd 

superintendence of the Special Constabulary. 
(2) The Special Constabulary in any division sha11 consist

of such grades of officers, inspectors, subordinate officers and con­
stables as the Commissioner, with the approval of the Governor, 
may direct. 

74. The Governor may appoint fit and proper persons to be
> officers of the Special Constabulary, and such officers shall be as­

signed to such division as the Commissioner may direct.
75. The Commissioner may appoint fit and proper persons to

be inspectors, subordinate officers and constables in the Special
Constabulary by delivering to each of such persons a precept
authorising him so to act. Such inspectors, subordinate officers

.. and constables shall upon appointment, take the oath of office as 
prescribed in section 14 of this Ordinance. 

76. Any person appointed a special constable who-
(a) refuses to take the oath hereinbefore mentioned

when required to do so, or refuses or neglects to
appear at the time and place for which he is sum­
moned for the purpose of taking the oath; or

(b) being called upon to serve, refuses or neglects to
serve or obey the lawful orders and directions
given to him for the performance of the duties of 
his office�

shall, on summary conviction thereof, be liable to a fine not exceed­
ing twenty-five dollars, unless he proves to the satisfaction of the 
Court before which he is tried that he was prevented by illness 
or some unavoidable accident, in the opinion of the Court consti­
tuting a sufficient excuse. 

Cap 77. 
Cap'. 89. 
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77. It shall be lawful for the Govern.or to provide at public ,
expense, for the use of members of the Special Constabulary, 
clothing and equipment for the proper carrying out of the duties 
of their office. 
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78. The appointment of any member of the Special Constabu-
1 ary may be revoked at any time-

( a) by the Governor in the case of officers;
(b) by the Commissioner in all other cases.

79. Any member of the Special Constabulary may, except when
called out for full-time service, resign from the Special Constabu­
lary by giving to the Governor in the case of officers and to the 
Commissioner in all other cases, one month's notice in writing: 

Provided that any such notice may in any fit case be dispensed 
with. 

80. (1) Every member of the Special Constabulary when called '
out for full-time service, shall be deemed for all purposes a mem­
ber of the Force and shall be subject to 311 the provisions of this 
Ordinance as regards the discipline, powers and immunities of 
constables under Part IV, and shall be paid for his services from 
such moneys as may be provided by the Legislative Council, at 
the same rates as a regular member of the Force of equivalent • 
rank. 

(2i) Except as provided for in subsections (2) and (:3) of 
section 83 nothing contained in this Part shall entitle a member of 
the Special Constabulary to any pension or gratuity under this " 
Ordinance. 

81. No member of the Special Constabulary shall leave or
absent himself from the division in which he is stationed during 
any period in which he has been called out for full-time service, 
without the permission of the officer in charge of the division. 

82. Every member of the Special Constabulary who-
(a) when called out for full-time service, neglects or

refuses to serve, or neglects or refuses to obey any
lawful command; or

(b) contravenes the provisions of section 81 of this
Ordinance,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on summary conviction 
thereof, be liable to a fine not exceeding fifty dollars. 

83. (1) Where any member of the Special Constabulary,
through no fault of his own, contracts any illness or sustains 
bodily injury while in the actual discharge of his duties as such-­

(a) he shall be provided with medicines, medical com­
forts and medical attendance at the public expense
on the written authority of the Commissioner;

(b) he shall receive full pay according to his rank in
the Special Constabulary during any period of in­
capacitation but not exceeding three months with­
out a recommendation from a medical board, and in
no case exceeding twelve months.

,. 
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(2) Where any member of the Special Constabulary sus­
tains bodily injury in the circumstances specified in subsection (1) 
of this section, and is permanently disabled ( either totally or 
partially) as a result thereof, the Governor in Council may grant 
him a pension or gratuity, the amount of which shall be subject 
to the approval of the Legislative Council. 

(3) Where the aforesaid bodily injury results in death, the
Governor in Council may award to the dependants (including any 
illegitimate children to whose support the deceased was contri­
buting) a pension or gratuity, the amount of which shall be subject 
to the approval of the Legislative Council. 

( 4) Members of the Special Constabulary shall not be re­
garded as workmen for the purposes of the Workmen's Compen­
sation Ordinance, or any Ordinance amendmg the same. 

PART XIV. 
SUPERNUMERARY CONSTABLES, SUBORDINATE OFFICERS, 

INSPECTORS AND OFFICERS. 
84. (1) If in any case application is made by any person to the

Commissioner for constables, subordinate officers and/or inspec­
tors to be employed in his service on special duties, the nature of 
which duties shall be specified in the application, the Commissioner 
may, if he thinks fit, appoint men as supernumerary constables, 
subordinate officers and inspectors to be employed on the special 
duties specified in the application. 

(2) The Governor may appoint fit and proper persons to be
officers. 

(3) The men so appointed and employed shall be subject to
all the provisions of this Ordinance and the regulations made 
thereunder relating to discipline, punishment, powers and jmmun­
ities of constables. 

( 4) The pay and expenses and the cost of uniform of super­
numerary constables, subordinate officers, inspectors or officers 
E:hall be defrayed by the person requiring their services. The cost 
of the uniform shall be paid annually in advance and the pay and 
expenses shall be paid monthly in advance to the Commissioner. 

(5i) Proceedings for any sum payable under this section 
may, on the complaint of an officer of police, be taken before any 
magistrate against the person liable to pay the sum. 

(6) Whenever any person availing himself of the services
of supernumerary constables, subordinate officers, inspectors or 
officers no longer desires to maintain such supernumerary con­
stables, subordinate officers, inspectors or officers, or wishes to re­
duce the number of such supernumerary constables, subordinate 
officers, inspectors or officers in his service, he may terminate 
their services by giving two months' notice thereof in writing to 
the Commissioner. A supernumerary constable, subordinate offi­
cer or inspector shall be given one month's notice of the termina­
tion of his employment by an officer of police. 

(7) Nothing in this section confers on any supernumerary
constable, subordinate officer, inspector or officer, any claim for a 
pension or gratuity under this Ordin�nce; 

Cap, 111. 
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Cap. 111. 

Interpl'eta­
tion. 

Establish. 
ment of 
rural con­
stabulary. 

Objects of 
the :rural 
cons ta bu. 
lary. 

Pawers of 
offics!::-s of 
the Force. 

Appnntment 
of inspectors 
'in divisions. 

Numb�r and 
ois!:ri-hution 
oif the rnral 
c0nstabulary. 

Appoint. 
ment. 

ProvidEd that, notwithstanding the provisions of the Work­
men's Compensation Ordinance, a supernumerary constable, subor­
dinate officer, inspector or officer shall be regarded as a work­
rnan, and the person making the application in accordance with the 
provisions of subsection (1) of this section as an employer, within 
the meaning of that ordinance. 

PART XV. 

RURAL CONSTABULARY. 

85. In this Part of this Ordinance, unless the context other­
wise requires-

''the superintendent" means the superintendent of 
police assigned by the Commissioner to have charge 
of the rural constabulary; 

"officer of the rural constabulary" includes the Com­
missioner, the superintendent, and any police 
officer having the command and superintendence of 
any rural constabulary; 

"the rural constabulary" means the body of rural con­
stables appointed and acting under this Ordinance; 

"rural constable" means one of those constables and in­
cludes any subordinate offi.cer of the rural con­
stabulary. 

86. The rural constabulary shall be maintained under this
Ordinance and shall consist of the subordjnate officers of the rural 
constabulary and rural constables as hereinafter provided. 

87. The principal objects for which the rural constabulary is
established are that its n-1embers may be capable-

(a) in time of peace, of act11J.J as an efficient auxiliary
to the Force in the performance of such of their
ordinary duties as the Commissioner shall deem
fit; and

(b) in the time of internal disturbance or of external
aggression, of at once assuming to the extent found
requisite by the Commissioner the ordinary duties
of the Force.

88. Every officer of the Force shall, withi1) the limits of the
place in which he exercises authority in matters relating to the 
Force, have the control and command of the rural constabulary 
and perform the duties in relation thereto directed by the Com­
missioner or as prescribed by the regulations. 

89. The Commissioner may from time to time appoint fit and
proper persons, being inspectors or subordinate officers of the 
Force, to be inspectors of the rural constabulary in each division. 

90. Subject to the provisions hereinbefore contained, the rural
constabulary shall consist of the number and grades of subordinate 
officers of the rural constabulary and rural constables from time 
to time directed by the Commissioner. 

91. Subject to the provisions of this Ordinance and of any
regulations, the Commissioner may appoint any qualified person 
to be a rural constable. 

----------------------------------
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92. (1) On appointing any person to be a rural constable, the
Commissioner shall deliver or cause to be delivered to him a pre­
cept authorising him to act as a rural constable. 

(2) When he receives the precept, the person so appointed
shall take the oath of office specified in section 14 of this 
Ordinance. 

93. (1) Every rural constable-
(a) shall be entitled to all the privileges and immuni­

ties conferred upon any constable by any law or
Ordinance for the time being in force;

(b) may serve and execute any summons, warrant, or
other process in any cause or matter, whether
criminal, quasi-criminal or civil, issued by any
magistrate or justice of the peace; and

(c) shall obey all orders lawfully given to him by a
magistrate, or a justice of the peace, or by a
superior officer, inspector, or subordinate officer.

(2) The privileges and immunities, however, to which a
rural constable is entitled by virtue of paragraph (a) of sub­
section (1) of this section shall be subject to the following modi­
fications-

(a) the expression "pay and allowance" means pay or
allowance in respect only of a rural constable's em­
ployment or services as a rural constable;

(b) a rural constable shall not be exempt from liability
to be imprisoned under the order of a court by rea­
son of the non-payment of any debt or demand he
has incurred or for which he has become liable;

( c) a rural constable shall have no claim to any pen­
sion or gratuity under this Ordinance.

94. (1) The Commissioner may at any time call out members
of the rural constabulary for full-time service with the Force, and 
in the case of an emergency, any officer may call out for full-time 
service with the Force the members of the rural constabulary 
subject to his orders, and they shall thereupon be deemed to be, 
for all purposes, members of the Force and shall be subject to the 
provisions of this Ordinance and of any regulations as regards 
discipline, powers, privileges and immunities of constables. 

(2) Except in the case of an emergency, a rural constable
shaJl not be required to serve beyond the limits of the division in 
which he resides. 

(3) When a call is made, every rural constable so called out
shall forthwith, or at the appointed time, unless he is specially 
excused by the Commissioner or an officer, repair to the appointed 
place of muster and there place himself under the orders of the 
officer in command for the services required of him and during the 
necessary period. 

( 4) Any rural constable who refuses or neglects to comply
with the requirements of this section shall, on summary convic­
tion thereof, be liable to a fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars 
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two months. 
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(5) In any proceedings against a rural constable under
this section, proof that a notice calling out rural constables for 
full-time service was served upon such rural constable shall be 
conclusive proof that the call came to his knowledge. 

95. Where any member of the rural constabulary is called
cut for full-time service, and through no fault of his own con­
tracts any illness or sustains bodily injury while in the actual 
discharge of his duties as such, he shall be entitled to the same 
privileges and be subject to the same disability as is provided by 
section 83 of this Ordinance with respect to any member of the 
Special Constabulary. 

96. Whenever any rural constable is called out or employed on
full-time service with the Force or whenever he serves or executes 
any process mentioned in section 9·3 of this Ordinance he �hall be 
paid at the rates specified in the schedule hereto, or at any other 
rates from time to time fixed by order of the Governor in Council. 

97. Any rural constable who-
( a) refuses or neglects to serve or execute any order

lawfully given to him; or
(b) refuses or neglects to serve or execute any sum­

mons, warrant, or other process; or
(c) is gunty of any :J_riolation or neglect of duty Poi

otherwise provided for in this Part,
shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on summary conviction 
thereof, be liable to ,It fine not exceeding fifty dollars or to im­
prisonment for a term not exceeding three months. 

98. (1) A rural constable may resign his appointment on
giving one month's notice in writing of his intention to do so to 
the superintendent of police of the division in which he resides: 

Provided that the Commissioner may, if he thinks fit, refuse 
to accept the resignation for any period he deems necessary. 

(2,) Whenever he thinks fit to do so, the Commissioner may 
allow a rural constable to resign his appointment without giving 
notice. 

99. (1) Upon complaint by a magistrate, an officer may inter•
dkt any rural constable who is serving 111 the magisterial district 
of such magistrate and in that case su.ch officer shall forthwith re­
port the interdiction and the grounds thereof to the Commissioner. 

(2) A magistrate, whether after or without interdiction,
and a justice of the peace, may recommend to the Commissioner 
that a rural constable be dismissed from his office. 

(3) The Commissioner shall take the interdiction or re­
commendation ( or both) into consideration, and after allowing 
the rural constable an opportunity of makjng a defence, shall com­
municate his decision to the magistrate or justic� of the peace and 
to such constable. 

100. The Commissioner may at any time dismiss any .rural
constable from his office or dispense with his services. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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101. (1) When any rural constable resigns, or is dismissed from,
or ceases to hold and exercise his office, all powers and authorities 
vested in him as a rural constable, shall immediately cease and 
determine, and he shall within seven days after deliver all articles 
or appointments supplied to him for the execution of his office to 
the inspector or subordinate officer of the district in \vhich he 
resides. 

(2) Every rural constable who contravenes any of the pro­
visions of this section shall be guilty of an offence, and shall, on 
summary conviction thereof, be liable to a fine not exceeding 
twenty-five dollars, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
two months, and any justice of the peace may issue his warrant 
to search for and seize all articles or appointments not so delivered 
over wherever they are found, and to arrest the person in whose 
possession they are found. 

10-2. (1) When any rural constable dies, his heir, executor, or
other representative, or the person in whose house he dies, 
possessed of any articles or appointments supplied to the rural con­
stable for the execution of his office, shall

1 
within fourteen days after 

the death, deliver up to the inspector or subordinate officer of the 
division in which the rural constable resided, all articles or 
appointments supplied to, and in the possession of, the rural 
constable for the execution of his office at the time of his death. 

(2) Every person who contravenes any of the provisions of
this section shall be guilty of an offence and shall, on summary 
conviction thereof, be liable to a fine not exceeding twenty-five 
dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two months, 
and any justice of the peace may issue his warrant to search for 
and seize all articles or ,appointments not so delivered over wher­
ever they are found, and to arrest the person in whose possession 
they are found. 

103. Subject to the provisions of section 95 of this Ordinance,
where a rural constable sustains bodily injury while in the actual 
discharge of his duty, he shall be provided wfth medicip.es, med­
ical comforts and medical attendance at the public expense on the 
written authority of any officer. 

104. If, on the trial of any case in the Supreme Court in its
criminal jurisdiction, the judge before whom the case is tried, is 
of the opinion that any rural constable has distinguished himself 
in apprehending or detecting and bringing to justice the perpetra­
tor or abettor of any crime, the judge may grant a reward, not 
exceeding ten dollars to the rural constable, and the reward shall 
be paid from the Treasury on the certificate o.E the judge out of 
moneys provided by the Legislative Council for that purpose. 

PART XVI. 

REGULATIONS. 
Regulations. 105. The Commissioner may from time to time, with the approv-

al of the Governor, make regulations with regard to all or any of 
the following matters, that is to say-

(a) the description and issue of arms, ammunition,
accoutrements, uniforms, dentures, spectacles and
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necessaries to be supp]ied to members of the

Force; 
(b) the promotion and demotion of inspectors, subor­

dinate officers and constables from one grade to
another;

( c) offences against discipline, disciplinary procedure,
and penal ties;

( d) the interdiction, suspension and dismissal of in­
spectors, subordinate officers and constables;

( e) the procedure for appeal against the discharge from
the Force of a subordinate officer or constable;

(f) the duties to be performed by all persons appoint­
ed under this Ordinance;

(g) the qualifications of persons seeking appointment
to any part of the Force� the form and method of
their appointment, their general government with
respect to their classification and rank, their train­
ing,the services required of them and their con­
duct in the performance thereof;

(h) the distribution of personnel throughout the
Colony and the requiring of any officer, inspector,
subordinate officer or constable to reside in the
quarters provided for him and the conditions under
wl.1ich he sha11 reside;

(i) the management and good goverance of any
police depot, quarters, stations, offices, hospitals,
training school, rifle ranges, and cells and of the
persons confined therein;

(j) the establishment and the good management of
any canteen, shop and recreation room for the
benefit of the Force;

(k) messing and accommodation of members of the
Force;

(1) the taking of measurements, photographs and
fingerprint impressions of persons in lawful cus�
tody;

(m) leave and weekly rest days;
(n) the periodical muster and drill of the Special and

Rural Constabularies;
(o) public and private entertainments by the band;
(p) generally for the good order and governance of

the Force;
PART XVII 

GENERAL. 

106. All members of the Force shall, in respect of any matter
not provided for in this Ordinance or any regulations made there­
under, be subject to the provisions of Colonial Regulations and 
General Orders as are from time to time in force. 

107. (1) The Police Ordinance and the Militia Band Ordinance
are hereby repealed. 

[A.D. 195� 

Applicatio!l 
cf C0lonial 
Regulations 
and General 
Orders. 

Repeal. 
Cap. 7'l. 
Cap. 89. 



A.D. 1957] POLICE [No. ;39 239 

(2') All regulations made or continued in force under the 
Police Ordinance and under the Militia Band Ordinance and in 
force at the commencement of this Ordinance shall, in so far as 
they are not in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance, con­
tinue in force until revoked by regulations made under this 
Ordinance. 

SCHEDULE Section 96. 

TABLE OF FEES AND ALLOWANCES PAY.-\TIL:Z TO RURAL CONSTABLES. 

$ C 

1. For execution of a warrant of commitment 1.50 
2. For making any arrest where a warrant of apprehen­

sion has been issued, or for making any arrest where
a warrant has not been issued if the magistrate con-
siders the arrest was properly made 2.00 

3. For preparing a summons if the summons has been
initialled by an Officer of Rural Constabulary or the
Inspector of Rural Constabulary 1.50 

4- For attendance at court 2.50 
5. For executing in the prescribed manner any warrant

of distress or levy or warrant of ejectment, or other
process issued by a magistrate 2.00 

6. For performance of police duties when required to
assist the police for the first eight hours or part
thereof and 56c. per hour for each hour over eight :mo 

..., 7. For the attendance at any muster to a subordinate 
officer or constable per diem 2.00 

8. Travelling allowance to a constable when engaged
in the execution of his duty, on the scale for the time
being sanctioned for the police force.

9. (a) The allowance specified in item 8 shall be in the
discretion of the magistrate, and shall be paid 
by the magistrate at the conclusion of the case 
or the completion of the service. The account 
shall be made out by the police. 

(b) In any case under item 2 the Commissioner of
Police may, on the recommendation of the
magir,trate, award special remuneration not
exceeding $5.

(c) Where any constable receives any monthly pay
or salary from public revenues, he shall not be
entitled to any fees or allJwances ur,cer this
Ordinance, unless the Chief Secretary expressly
c1uthorises the payment.

Cap. '17. 

Cap. 8!1, 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




